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Unfortunately they wiped out the credit which they might have reaped
from this act of leniency by proceeding with rigour against the
Johannesburg leaders, four of whom they actually sentenced to death,
though the sentence was immediately commuted to imprisonment
and heavy fines.
4
Once more the German Emperor saw his opportunity, and he acted
with his accustomed impetuosity. As soon as the news reached Berlin
that Jameson had crossed the border and before his fate was known,
the German Foreign Secretary telegraphed to Count Hatzfcldt, the
German Ambassador in London :
His Majesty the Emperor instructs you to ask at once in the proper official
quarter whether the British Government approves the crossing of the frontier
of the Transvaal State by the Chartered Company's troops,
If you have the impression that this infraction of International law is
approved, you will ask for your passports.
If this inroad into the Transvaal is disapproved, you will ask by what means
the British Governments intends to repair the breach of law.
Salisbury was of course in a position to assure the Ambassador that
the British Government wholly disapproved of the Raid, and Count
Hatzfeldt had the good sense to keep this dispatch in his pocket and
"spoke no word to Lord Salisbury which could be construed as a
threat." Another menacing communication followed hard on this
one, but was recalled by telegram from Berlin before it was delivered,1
The public knew nothing of all this, but on January 3 there was
published to all the world a message which the Kaiser had sent to
President Kruger:2
1 This is printed in the German Documents (XI, No. 2600).   " In obedience
to instructions given to me I have to declare that the Imperial Government
protests against this action and is not minded to accept any alteration in the
legal position of the South African Republic, as secured by Treaty/'
2 In his "Memoirs "' the ex-Kaiser is at pains to prove that he was over-
persuaded by his advisers into signing this telegram.   Ludwig (" Kaiser
WilhemV' pp. 172-6) represents him on the contrary as having with difficulty
been restrained from making an even stronger demonstration.  Judging by
his conduct in the previous year,'the latter is the more probable version,
'    ''           ''                    ''   '